OPUREKE TRACK

Topo50 Map: BG38 Wairapukao & BH38 Te Haroto

How to get to START:

Exit Taupo on SH5 for Napier

Straight on through Rangitaiki

40 minutes turn left on to Pohokura Road for 1.07km

Cross bridge to T-junction, left on Waipunga Road rough forest road for
5.23km

e Park at WPO1 near junction to vehicle track on Waipunga Road
All times and distances to the start from Taupo Police Station on Tongariro Domain
Limited data available as, to date, only ‘trail finding” to establish the route has been done

Rough Description: Starts on Waipunga Road. Rough outline from day outing
by Nick Green & Dave Martin as basis for future tramp.

Detail: The missing link between the Upper Matakuhia Hut and the eastern end
of the Opureke Track has now been filled in. The two main stream crossings are
vital to get right. The last third of the track between the second crossing and the
junction with the Opureke Track is all on the true left despite what the track shows,
is “tricky” in places (logjams and slips) and has a few areas of stinging nettle —
ouch!

The circuit from the Saddle through to the Waipunga Rd is manageable in a day
with rough times of 2hrs from the Saddle to the Upper Matakuhia Hut, 1.5hrs
down to the junction with the Opureke Track then 3hrs out to the Waipunga Road.
It may be better to do it the other way around as it is a grunt up the eastern end of
the Opureke Track out of the Matakuhia Valley

GPS: NZTM on WGS84
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Junction of wvehicle track and Waipunga Rd

0.63km;
1.28km;
1.593km;
2.05km;
2. 45km;
2.50km;
3.32km;
3.89km;
4. 4Tkm;
4. 9% km;
5.15km;
5.23km;
5.54km;
5. 23km;
5.62km;
5. 95km;
T.75km;
T.83km;
T.259km;
8.12km;
2.45km;
8.65km;
8.89km;
8.95km;
5. 23km;
9.33km;

Start of walking track at top of vehicle access track

Secetaurs stuck in branch

Ridge top

Saddle

Track =wings away to East

Track turns arcund on spur line to north

Start to head SE

Saddle like area

Another saddle

Small creek

First pink flagging which also marks track, very useful further on
Crossing spur line

Small creek

Steep creek

Junction Matakuhia and Opureke Tracks (4hrs to Waipunga, 2 hrs to lowwer hut)
Track stays on true left, best to go in stream arcund log jam
Second main stream cros=ing here, see blue tape on log, track just up =lope
Cld main stream crossing, =ee board on far bank, keep going down
Drop back to main stream

Small creek on sidle

Oid Milk powder can

First main stream crossing, track climbs guickhy up true right

Climb out of stream area

Pipe rat bait station

Major =lipdown creek opposite

Cpen area, good camping spot

10.13km; Mapped track plotting well to east of actual

10.7Tkm;

Upper Matakuhia Hut

Lowwer Matakuhia Hut

e  GPS = Garmin GPSMap
. masl| = metres above sea level altitude Total ascent ND
WP = Waypoint as taken by GPS unit Walking time ND

Total Distance 10.7 km (One way)




