
OPUREKE TRACK 
Topo50 Map: BG38 Wairapukao & BH38 Te Haroto                      GPS: NZTM on WGS84 

How to get to START: 

 Exit Taupo on SH5 for Napier 

 Straight on through Rangitaiki 

 40 minutes turn left on to Pohokura Road for 1.07km 

 Cross bridge to T-junction, left on Waipunga Road rough forest road for 

5.23km 

 Park at WP01 near junction to vehicle track on Waipunga Road 
All times and distances to the start from Taupo Police Station on Tongariro Domain 

Limited data available as, to date, only “trail finding” to establish the route has been done 

Rough Description: Starts on Waipunga Road. Rough outline from day outing 

by Nick Green & Dave Martin as basis for future tramp. 

Detail: The missing link between the Upper Matakuhia Hut and the eastern end 

of the Opureke Track has now been filled in. The two main stream crossings are 

vital to get right. The last third of the track between the second crossing and the 

junction with the Opureke Track is all on the true left despite what the track shows, 

is “tricky” in places (logjams and slips) and has a few areas of stinging nettle – 

ouch! 

The circuit from the Saddle through to the Waipunga Rd is manageable in a day 

with rough times of 2hrs from the Saddle to the Upper Matakuhia Hut, 1.5hrs 

down to the junction with the Opureke Track then 3hrs out to the Waipunga Road. 

It may be better to do it the other way around as it is a grunt up the eastern end of 

the Opureke Track out of the Matakuhia Valley 

 

 



 

 

 

Notes:  GPS = Garmin GPSMap  

 masl = metres above sea level altitude 

 WP =  Waypoint as taken by GPS unit 

Total Distance 10.7 km (One way) 

Total ascent    ND 

Walking time  ND 

 


